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Amendment. I believe we must strive to elimi-
nate child pornography, a despicable exploi-
tation of our children, while at the same time
respecting free speech.
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LEHIGH VALLEY HERO—
STEPHANIE McKENNA

HON. PATRICK J. TOOMEY
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 26, 2002

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, today I would
like to share my Report from Pennsylvania for
my colleagues and the American people.

All across Pennsylvania’s 15th Congres-
sional District there are some amazing people
who do good things to make our communities
a better place. These are individuals of all
ages who truly make a difference and help
others.

I like to call these individuals Lehigh Valley
Heroes for their good deeds and efforts.

Today, I would like to recognize Bethlehem
resident Stephanie McKenna as a Lehigh Val-
ley Hero. She is working hard to make a dif-
ference in her community.

Stephanie, a single mother of three and
guardian of two others had always thought of
ways to spend more time with her children. A
year ago, she quit her high powered Manhat-
tan job to put in motion the idea she had for
a way to be more in touch with her children
while helping other children in the community.
This idea was called Teen Destiny, a one-year
residential program for teenage boys who are
troubled, but haven’t yet crossed into the juve-
nile detention system.

This program, which could start as early as
September is run by a seven-member board
of directors and has a $1.2 million agreement
of sale for a 189-acre farm in Upper Mount
Bethel Township.

This working farm would be the temporary
home for teenage boys. After school and on
weekends, the boys would learn to cook,
clean and do laundry through the 4–H, and try
their hand at farming. Stephanie hopes that by
taking the teenagers into a new environment,
giving them close supervision and lots of at-
tention, she and a staff of professional coun-
selors and tutors can turn the teenagers
around before they succumb to alcohol, drugs
or gangs.

Stephanie McKenna is selflessly working to
make a difference in the lives of many teen-
age boys in need of direction, and therefore
she is a Lehigh Valley Hero in my book.

Mr. Speaker, this concludes my Report from
Pennsylvania.
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Mr. ACKERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I would like
to enter into the RECORD a recent speech
given by a distinguished former Member of
this body, Former Congressman Lester L.

Wolff before an Assembly of Asian educators
on May 20th in New York. Congressman Wolff
served as Chairman of the House Asian and
Pacific Affairs Subcommittee and is now
Chairman of the Pacific Community Institute.

INAUGURATION OF THE PACIFIC AMERICAN
INTERNATIONAL HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOOLS
COUNCIL

With a new look and focus after two dec-
ades of service, the Pacific Community Insti-
tute (PCI), continues to work towards its
purpose of creating a community of interests
in the Pacific Rim. With those goals in mind,
I am proud to announce today the inaugura-
tion of the Pacific American International
Higher Education Schools Council.

Because the United States was originally
an off-shoot of Europe, there is a historical
tendency to think of the U.S. as an Atlantic
nation only. However, the United States has
historically been involved in the Pacific
since 1784, its Pacific Coast is longer than
the Atlantic Coast, and the State of Hawaii
is in the Pacific. The commitment of the
United States to the Pacific has also been
sealed in active diplomacy and several wars
for freedom and democracy.

The basic principle of the Pacific Commu-
nity Institute (PCI) is to promote commu-
nity, based upon respect for individuals and
the traditions of its members. Building on
ties of trade and kinship, which have long
existed among the countries of the Pacific
Rim, PCI seeks to facilitate interaction and
cooperation toward the solution of common
problems. PCI aims to obviate such problems
by enabling the nations of the Pacific Rim to
explore together, at the working level,
means to contemporary activities, and new,
creative solutions to the common concerns.
PCI is supplementary and supportive with-
out competing with existing organizations.

PCI believes that true community may be
facilitated by the revolution in communica-
tion and information technology, but that it
must be created by people in concert, in per-
son. For that reason, PCI remains com-
mitted to facilitating face-to-face inter-
action as significant step toward building a
climate of cooperation. The advent of the
World Wide Web has made the task of the
PCI simpler in some respects, by permitting
the movement of information in a more effi-
cient manner. Yet without a sense of the
human being sending an e-mail, or the orga-
nization maintaining a website, the official,
the executive, or the academic who may be
seeking a solution remains uncertain and un-
convinced.

The Pacific Community Institute seeks
today to promote international education
based on the concept that both sides of the
Pacific can learn from each other. PCI is cur-
rently working to develop a graduate level,
Western-style curriculum in business. The
role of the PCI is to oversee the content of
the program, curriculum, the credentials of
the instructors, and performance of grad-
uates. In general, PCI fosters the idea of ap-
propriate conferences designed to enhance
the sort of personal contact that makes an e-
mail message a genuine commodity, and not
a nuisance.

The Pacific Community Institute, in its
role to improve inter-relationships, under-
standing, and economic well-being within
the nations of the Pacific region, is in the
process of organizing such an organization:
The Pacific American International Higher
Education Schools Council. The Council,
composed of an elite professional group of
Academicians, will create and oversee an
MBA program to meet the high standards of
the International Community and the spe-
cial needs of the educational requirements of
young people residing in the Pacific Rim.

Selected to head the Council is Dr. Wayne
Patterson who has served as Dean in Resi-
dence of the National Council of Graduate
Schools. Invitations to participate in the
Council have been extended to: Dr. Orlando
L. Taylor, Dean of Graduate Schools at How-
ard University, former Chair of the Board of
Directors of the Council of Graduate
Schools; Dr. Marcia Welsh, Provost and V.P.,
Academic Affairs, Adelphi University; Dr.
Sung Lee, former Vice Provost, Michigan
Tech, now executive at Carnegie Mellon; Dr.
Thomas Maresh, former Dean of the Grad-
uate School at Oregon State University; Dr.
J. Kent Morrison, President at Walden Uni-
versity; Dr. Robert Ringold, Provost at Pur-
due University; Dr. Robert Rudd, former
Dean of School of Business at Charleston
College and have met with a strong positive
response.

The Pacific American University was
founded in 2002, as a division of the Northern
Institute of Business Management, an affil-
iate of The Pacific Community Institute,
Inc., in order to bring the highest quality of
American-developed higher education to stu-
dents in China and other Pacific region coun-
tries. The initial degree offering by the Pa-
cific American University is the Master of
Business Administration. The curriculum is
designed to be aligned with many MBA pro-
grams in the United States.

The Pacific American University is a re-
search-oriented private university dedicated to
providing educational experiences of excep-
tional quality, based on the traditions of Amer-
ican higher education, to students of high aca-
demic potential in China and in other countries
throughout the Pacific region. Further, the Uni-
versity is dedicated to attracting and sus-
taining a cadre of faculty who are, through
their teaching and research, committed to the
development of distinguished and compas-
sionate graduates and to the quest for solu-
tions to human and social problems.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to introduce a resolution con-
demning the use of torture and other forms of
cruel, inhumane, or degrading treatment or
punishment wherever they occur—in the
United States and other countries. As the
United States has become a safe haven for
hundreds of thousands of torture victims, the
resolution also expresses support for the vic-
tims of these heinous acts. I am pleased that
I am joined by my colleagues, Representatives
STENY HOYER, BEN CARDIN, and ALCEE
HASTINGS, as original cosponsors of the meas-
ure. The Chairman of the Helsinki Commis-
sion, Senator BEN NIGHTHORSE CAMPBELL, is
introducing an identical resolution in the Sen-
ate.

Torture remains the weapon of choice of op-
pressive regimes. In the worst cases, it is sys-
tematically used to silence political opposition,
punish religious minorities, and target those
who are ethnically or racially different from
those in power.

It is estimated that some 500,000 torture
survivors live in this country alone, most of
whom came here as refugees. The debilitating
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